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What is Coastal Resilience?
Coastal resilience is: “The capacity of coastal natural 
and socio-economic systems to persist, adapt or 
transform when faced with disturbances induced by 
factors such as sea-level rise, extreme events and 
human impacts, whilst maintaining their essential 
functions”

The document covers:

• Concepts and frameworks to assess coastal resilience

• Pressures and impacts on the coast

• Tools, barriers, enablers to build coastal resilience

• Case-studies

• Future challenges and recommendations



Concepts and frameworks to assess coastal resilience

Highlights various frameworks and their operationalisation
Presents a six-step approach to building coastal resilience



Pressures and impacts on the coast

Describes key pressures and impacts that influence coastal resilience
and key knowledge gaps to address to build and enhance resilient coasts.



Tools, barriers, enablers to build coastal resilience

Focusing on:
• Governance and finance pathways to build coastal resilience, 

including enhancing the resilience of human communities
• The observations, monitoring, data and modelling needs
• Infrastructure for coastal protection i.e. grey/blue-green/hybrid
• Context-specific planning for coastal protection
• Landward and seaward Nature-based Solutions 



Policy recommendations



Scientific recommendations



Community recommendations

• Obtain systematic natural and social scientific
knowledge that is useful to individual communities and
share this among all interested parties with clear
messages;

• Develop and adhere to coherent national coastal plans
to coordinate community actions with the regional
priorities of local authorities;

• Co-design citizen science initiatives that support
communities to collect and understand coastal data and
resilience issues; and

• Enhance the adaptive capacity of local communities.



Download from the 
EMB website: 

https://www.marineboard.
eu/coastal-resilience

https://www.marineboard.eu/coastal-resilience
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